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Ortega Church Celebrates June with 
“A Beautiful Basket of Summer Fruit”

Coming in July
Gospel Story and Gospel Song

Experience the stories behind our 
Gospel Message and some of
 our favorite Gospel Songs.

In Scripture, the basket of summer fruit serves as 
tangible evidence of God’s faithfulness to God’s people 
– that God is “able to do exceedingly abundantly more 
than we ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20).  The basket 
of firstfruits were shared in worship with praise and 
thanksgiving to God.  Then and now, the basket of 
summer fruit teaches the same lesson: Remember 
your God in the midst of God’s blessings to you.

In the month of June, Ortega Church offers a beautiful 
basket of fresh fruit expressions as we remember 
and celebrate God’s blessing to us – offering God the 
firstfruits of our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 
service, and our witness.

• Celebrate with our Children’s Ministry the fruit of 
seed-planting during Vacation Bible School.

• Celebrate with our Youth the fruits of their 
Summer Mission to serve others – repairing lives 
and homes battered by sequential hurricanes 
last summer.  Thank you Ortega Church for your 
generous firstfruits to underwrite this mission to 
plant seeds of faith, both in the lives of our youth 
and in those our youth will serve!

THE SPIRE

• In June, Pastor Art will be on vacation. While he 
is away, please celebrate in Worship with God-
gifted guest speakers who share firstfruits in 
and through their ministry as joyful expressions 
of God’s blessings! (See Pastor’s post and back 
cover for more information)

Sunday, June 6: Pastor Art McClellan concludes our 
Worship Series “Be Holy” with the Apostle Peter’s 
closing letter calling us “to live holy and godly 
lives.”  We pray God consecrates this call within us 
as we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Sunday, June 13: Shannon Jennings – One of Ortega 
Church’s favorite daughters and favorite guest 
speakers!
 
Sunday, June 20: Derrick Scott and the Campus to 
City Wesley Foundation Band

Sunday, June 27: Melissa Millican – Director of Faith 
and Recreation Ministries, shares the seeds of faith 
being planted through the ministry of the Ortega 
Life Center.

When you have entered the promises the LORD your God has given you, take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce 
and put them in a basket.  Place the basket before the LORD your God saying, “I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, 

Lord, have given me.” 
– Deuteronomy 26

Connecting to our Community, 
Growing in Christ,  Serving the World.

Ortega Church Mission Statement
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FINANCES

ORTEGA LIFE CENTER

Year-to-date May 31, 2021 Finances
Revenue and Expenses

Thank you for your financial giving and your continuing support of the ministries of
Christ’s Church here at Ortega Church

Actual Revenue: 
$317,949

Actual Expenses: 
$243,520

Call or email Winslow Colbert with questions or concerns 
389-5556 x118 or financeoffice@ortegachurch.org.

As you read this post, we will be 
preparing to close our worship series 
“Be Holy.”  As we studied these two 
brief, but powerful (challenging, 
convicting, and encouraging) 
letters of I Peter and II Peter, 
please know that the first person 
who is challenged, convicted, and 
prayerfully encouraged, is your 
pastor.  There is certainly a blessing 
that comes to your pastor to be 
gifted the investment of time and 
focus required to present a 17 to 22- 
minute sermon (Ok, yes, and often a 
22 to 25-minute sermon!)

Following the June 6 Series closing, 
Faith and I will retreat for a couple of 
weeks, bookended by three Sunday 
worship services where some very 
special-to-me guest speakers will 
bring the Sunday morning message.  
We look forward to this time of just 
being – being with each other, being 
with our family, being apart for the 
customary and usual, being “away,” as 
most of you know, is a way of being 
made whole – of being recreated by 
recreational activity different and 
apart of the normal day-by-day is 
good for the heart – literally and 
spiritually.  I pray being in a fresh 
presence of just being with God will 
bring me to being made more whole, 
and more holy.

Our Staff:
Rev. Art McClellan
Pastor
artmcclellan@ortegachurch.org

Winslow Colbert
Administrative/Financial Coordinator
winslow@ortegachurch.org

Susan Norville
Director of Connect Ministries
Susan@ortegachurch.org

Audra Bancroft
Director of Children’s Ministry
audra@ortegachurch.org

Kirby Tyler
Director of Youth Ministry
Kirby@ortegachurch.org

Melissa Millican 
Director of Recreation Ministries
Melissa@ortegachurch.org

Ty Revell
Director of Communications
Ty@ortegachurch.org

Scott Coleman
Director of Contemporary Music
scott@ortegachurch.org

Charlie Mann
Organist/Pianist
charlie@ortegachurch.org

Gayle Runion
Director Ortega Playschool
ortegaplayschool@gmail.com

Kelly Stone
Assistant Director Ortega Playschool 
ortegaplayschool@gmail.com

Jonathan Jennings
Audio Visual
jonj@ortegachurch.org

Wyatt Cleland
Maintenance Coordinator

Maria Washington
Housekeeping/Hospitality

You may request prayer by calling the office, 389-5556 x118, sending an email 
to winslow@ortegachurch.org, or completing the prayer request form at www.

ortegachurch.org.

Would you like to join the prayer team to receive prayer requests via email?  
Contact winslow@ortegachurch.org.

How Can We Pray For You?

The Terry Scholarship
Applications for The Terry Scholarship are 
being accepted for the 2021-22 academic 
school year.  Eligible candidates should 
submit completed applications to the 
Ortega Church Office by June 30, 2021.  The 
Terry Scholarship brochure and application 
are available in the Church Office or can be 
found at www.ortegachurch.org under the 
‘Give’ tab.

PASTOR’S POST

On Sunday, May 
16, in our Worship 
Study on I Peter, we 
were challenged, 
perhaps convicted, 
and prayerfully 
encouraged by a brief spiritual inventory 
where we were invited to create a Spiritual 
Values Map that defined us as Christians. 
Here are the questions we were asked:

• If we say that service to others is a 
value, what evidence exists in our lives 
that supports this claim?

• If we say that the Bible is our source of 
moral authority, how often do we read 
it, or study it?

• If we say loving our neighbor defines 
us, when and how did we last love a 
neighbor? If we say justice is a major 
spot on our spiritual map, what are we 
doing to bring peace and justice in our 
community?

• If we say that our spiritual life is crucial 
to our well-being, how are we feeding 
our spirit?

• How intentionally we create our 
spiritual map to get us more focused and 
directed towards our spiritual growth 
goals will increase our awareness and 
likelihood that we will be more present 
with our Holy God and more able to “Be 
holy in everything you do, just as God is 
holy.” 

Being Holy
“Be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is 

holy.” 

PICKLE
BALL
TOURNAMENT 

LABOR DAY
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ADULT MINISTRIES

Contact Susan for
more Adult Ministry information

susan@ortegachurch.org

Open Door - Sundays at 9:30 am (Room 7)

Renovate Class - Sundays at 9:30 am (Parlor)

Bible Believers -  Sundays at 9:30 am (Room 7)

Monday Women’s Bible Study - 1:00 pm (Fellowship 

Hall)

Tuesday Women’s Bible Study - 5:30 pm (Parlor)

Re Discovery Class – Wednesdays at 6:30 pm (Parlor)

Wednesday Night Men’s Bible Study at 6:30 pm 

(Room 4)

Thursday Men’s Bible Study 7:00 am (Parlor)

Weekly Small Groups:

Ortega is excited to announce a volunteer 
partnership with Community Health Outreach, 
a local organization with a mission to heal the 
sick and clothe the needy. Ortega is partnering 
with CHO to help with two projects: the Baby 
Luvs Program, and the drive-thru food pantry. 

The Baby Luvs Program exists to assist parents 
of young children by collecting, sorting, and 
distributing essential baby products. The drive-
thru food pantry at CHO provides nearly 700 
families with 50 pounds of groceries every week.

During the month of June, Ortega will be 
collecting baby products such as diapers, wipes, 
toddler clothes, and baby formula (specifically 
Gentle Ease) for the Baby Luvs program. There 
will be a drive-thru drop off site set up on Ortega 
Church campus for the whole month.

On June 16th, those interested in volunteering 
will have the opportunity to tour the CHO 
facilities. The tour starts at 11:30 AM at 5126 
Timuquana Rd. This is a great opportunity to 
become familiar with a volunteer location 
before committing your time to the program. 
Volunteering will officially begin in September. 
More details will be available later in the 
summer.

For more information, please email Susan 
Norville (susan@ortegachurch.org) or visit the 
CHO website at www.chojax.org

Thank you to all the volunteers who prepared 
meals, stayed day and night, and provided 
laundry services to make our guests feel at 
home during their week at Ortega Church.

Family Promise is an organization that exists 
to help homeless and low-income families 
achieve sustainable independence through a 
community-based response. Ortega had the 
opportunity to open our doors for a weekend to 
families who are receiving assistance through 
Family Promise. 

“The families were so appreciative.  Josh and I 
have done several of these and always enjoy the 
families, but last night was special.  You could feel 
God’s presence and see the hope in these families 
eyes.  Thank you for allowing us to serve.”

-Rebecca Sale

ADULT MINISTRIES
Ortega Church Partners with 
Community Health Outreach

Celebrating a Successful 
Family Promise WeekendConnect. Grow. Serve.

Ortega is hosting in-person small groups 
again! As the world begins to return to “normal” 
following the pandemic, we are beginning to 
open up some of our regular programming.

As of June, all of our Sunday Morning small 
groups and Men’s Small Groups are being 
held in-person. After Labor Day, we will 
be relaunching Life Groups and Women’s 
Small Groups. As we move back into small 
in-person events,  please keep up-to-date 
on recommended guidelines from the CDC 
regarding masking, social distancing, and 
vaccinations.

If you are concerned about returning to in-
person small groups and would like more 
information on how to get plugged in, please 
email Susan@ortegachurch.org

“Mrs. Sharon” McGarity is retiring from the 
Ortega Church Playschool and nursery after 
30+ years with us. She has touched the lives 
of so many children throughout her incredible 
ministry with us. 

Her dedication and committment will be 
missed, and we wish her all the best in her 
retirement. If you see Mrs. Sharon, make sure to 
congratulate her and thank her for her ministry!
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June 1
Emily Grace Bureau
Nicolas Gieschen
Cheryl Preston
Irene Price
June 2
Joe Cooksey
Karen Elrod
Kathy Sandusky
Sarah Steeg
June 3
Dan Casselberry
Arden Hudson
June 4
Reese Davis
Jeanne Majors
Roy Mason, IV
June 5
Hayes Duggan
Riley Smith
June 6
Ian Wilkinson
June 8
Ava Grace Elsner
Emsley Nightingale
June 9
Brenda Chapman

Faith Lippincott
Lauren Purdy
June 18
Bob Buelow
Donna Lynn Umstattd
Ty Revell
June 19
Vicky Yong
June 20
Brian Badger
Owen Burke
Scott Coleman
Bennett Crabtree
June 21
Eliza Dodd
Sarah Lillard
Elizabeth O’Steen
June 23
Chris Caruso
Garrett Coleman
Jim Smith     
June 24
Lynn Inman
Amy McGarity Davis
Elaine Koziol
Bill Nipper
Kim Thivierge

Please pray for these members on their birthdays.  
This is an excellent way we can remember

our entire congregation in prayer throughout the year.

JUNE BIRTHDAYSCHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Join Ortega Kids for Worship

Sundays @ 10:30 a.m.

YOUTH GROUP

June 10
Peggy Harrell Jennings
Rachel Herman
June 11
Jean Brooks
Nathan Marin
Glory Scheel
June 12
Amy Dean
Alex Hendricks
June 13
Kaigan Miller
Brad Smith
David Walker
June 14
Tia Roberts
Cole Sawyer
June 15
Robert Stroud
June 16
June Capon
Marsha Ingram
Carrie Jones
Tom Steeg
Skyla Utley
June 17
Robin Booth
Graham Buckley

June 25
Cody O’Steen
Joyce Russell
Erika Willingham
June 26
Justin Lippincott
Melissa Fields
June 27
Nancy Munn
Cooper Nightingale
Joan Risley
Percy Russell
June 28
Jackson Bamping
Roxanne Cheek Morris
Meagan Elsner
Charlie Tyndall
June 29
Abby Bamping
Blair Burke
Jeff Scales
June 30
Mary Lou Birnbaum
Josh Blanton
Andy Price

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

SUNDAY MORNING
 Prek4 - 4th grade
 Education Building

SUNDAY MORNING 
Nursery:  6 weeks - 4 years (Prek3)

Births

There will be a mandatory Child 
and Youth Protection Policy Train-
ing for all VBS volunteers on June 

6, 2021 at 9:30 AM. All youth 
volunteers must have up-to-date 
credentials to work with children 

and youth.

VBS is right around the 
corner! The fun is happening 

from June 14 - 18. There 
will be a volunteer training 
session on June 6th at 9:30 
and June 9th at 11:00. VBS 

setup will be June 7-11 from 
9-12.

CREW 56 
IS BACK!

Crew 56 will meet 
Wednesdays from 

6:30 - 8:00 PM.

There will be NO Crew 56 on 
June 16th.

Child/Youth 
Protection Policy 

Training

Whitney Grace Cheek
April 22, 2021

To Hillary & Brad Cheek
Proud grandparents are 
Sheri & Jim Cheek

Sarah O’Steen in the passing 
of her mother, Sally Brown 
April 28

Joyce Adams in the passing of 
husband, Jerry Adams
April 28

Sympathies
Tammy Doll & family in 
the passing of her mother, 
Victoria Heffernan
April 27

The family & friends of 
Richelle Pennell who passed 
away on April 20
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Peyton Philips is a volunteer with our Youth Ministry. 
Peyton graduated from the youth group and stayed 
on to faithfully serve as a leader while she attends 
college classes. Peyton serves as a middle school 
small group leader on Wednesdays, Life Group 
leader on Sundays, and can be found at every single 

youth event! 

Peyton is a friend and mentor to all. Her kindness, 
smile and positive attitude makes everyone feel 
instantly welcome at youth group. Her faithful 
devotion to God and His church inspires not only 

the students, but her fellow leaders, as well.

Volunteer of the Month
The Ortega Playschool celebrated their 30th 
graduating class  with family and friends sharing in a 
creative event filled with colorful images and music! 
As always, the Ortega Playschool staff have cherished 
the time spent with these children. We share in their 
excitement as they move on into the next stage in 
life as Kindergardeners. Congratulations to the 2021 

Ortega Playschool graduating class!

Ortega Playschool Graduation
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